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Make sure the trained asbestos
contractor follows these
procedures:

1. The contractor should seal off
the work area from the rest of
the residence and close off the
heating/air conditioning
system. Plastic sheeting and
duct tape may be used. For
some repairs (such as pipe in-
sulation removal) plastic glove
bags may be used which can
be carefully sealed with tape
when work is complete. The
contractor should take great
care not to track asbestos dust
into other areas of the
residence.

2. The work site should be clearly
marked as a hazard area. Only
workers wearing disposable pro-
tective clothing should have ac-
cess. Household members and
their pets should not enter the
area until work is completed
and inspected.

3. During the removal of asbestos-

containing material, workers
should wear approved
respirators appropriate for the
specific asbestos activity.
Workers should also wear
gloves, hats, and other protec-
tive clothing. The contractor
should properly dispose of all of
this equipment (along with the
asbestos material) immediately
after using it.

4. The contractor should wet the

asbestos-containing material
with a hand sprayer. The
sprayer should provide a fine
mist, and the material should be
thoroughly dampened, but not
dripping wet. Wet fibers do not
float in the air as readily as dry
fibers and will be easier to
clean up. The contractor should
add a small amount of a low-
sudsing dish or laundry

detergent to improve the
penetration of the water into the
material and reduce the amount
of water needed.

. The contractor should assure

that if asbestos-containing
material must be drilled or cut,
the drilling or cutting is done
outside or in a special contain-
ment room, with the material
wetted first.

. The contractor should assure

that, if the material must be
removed, it is not broken into
small pieces. While it is easier
to remove and handle small
pieces, asbestos fibers are more
likely to be released if the con-
tractor breaks the material into
small pieces. Pipe insulation is
usually installed in preformed
blocks and should be removed
in complete pieces.

. The contractor should place any

material that is removed and
any debris from the work in
sealed, leak-proof, properly-
labeled, plastic bags (6 mil
thick) and should dispose of
them in a proper land-fill. The
contractor should comply with
health department instructions
about how to dispose of
asbestos-containing material.

. The contractor should assure

that after removal of the
asbestos-containing material,
the area is thoroughly cleaned
with wet mops, wet rags, or
sponges. The cleaning pro-
cedure should be repeated a
second time. Wetting will help
reduce the chance that the
fibers get spread around. No
asbestos material should be
tracked into other areas. The
contractor should dispose of the
mop heads, rags, and sponges
in the sealed plastic bags with
the removed materials.
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